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February Meeting: Hand Tool
Olympics 2011
The HTO returned for the second year for our February
"break-the-cabin-fever" meeting. Competition was spirited
and the ribbing was a plenty...

Full Story

March Meeting: Wood Turning with
Virgil Leih
Mini lathes have become more popular recently, but Virgil
Leih has gone in the opposite direction - turning massive
tree trunks into works of art. Forget about starting with a
roughing gouge, Virgil begins each turning using a Stihl
chainsaw with a 48" bar.

Full Story

Sony Introduces New Woodworking Game
Sony Corporation announced today that it has released an exciting new video
game, called Dovetail or Die, aimed at the woodworker.

Full Story

Member Survey: Thanks for your responses!
We had an enthusiastic response to the survey sent to all members in late
February. 213 respondents completed the 37 questions, many of which
required write-in answers.

Full Story

New Wood Species
New wood species declared; IKEA claims it did not influence decision.

Full Story

What's On Your Bench?
If you've found Mark Laub's previous work to be stunning, you are really going
to be surprised by his latest foray into a new area (for him) of woodworking.
Hint: It's nothing like his previous work pictured here.
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Full Story

Enhancements to the Guild Web Site
We are implementing the ability for you to manage your membership renewals,
volunteering options and control over electronic communications you receive.

Full Story
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Sony Introduces New Woodworking Game
Story by Markmy Words  
Photos by Coda Chrome

Sony Corporation announced today that it has released an exciting new video
game, called Dovetail or Die, aimed at the woodworker.   The player uses his
Playstation console joystick to virtually cut a set of pins and tails while being
attacked by aliens wearing plaid shirts and brandishing laser guided cordless
drills.

“Our standard line of Playstation games do not appeal to men 50 and older”
said a Sony spokesperson.  “Our marketing research told us that we needed a
game more in tune with the interests of these men, and further research told
us that  a woodworking theme would get us into this important demographic. 
Old people are living longer than ever, so we see this as a growing market,
not just some niche to be exploited.”

Reviewers of the game cited the lame graphics and slow pace of the game.  But
Sony responded that unlike younger video game users, the audience for this
new game has diminishing eyesight and slowing reflexes, so the game was
designed to accommodate those limitations.  “We also don’t want to be
responsible for heart attacks that might accompany high speed action.   We
want to build our customer base, not send them to the grave.”  

Pricing for the new game had not been set at the time of this report.  A
spokesperson for Sony would only say "We know it has to be priced low since
most of these guys are pretty tight with a buck."

Rumors persist that Nintendo does not want to cede this market to Sony.
 Allegedly they plan to compete by introducing Bandsaw Hero for the Wii video
console next month.

 

***Information in this story gleaned from an April 1st press release from
Sony Corporation.***
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President's Notes

Charlie Kocourek

I don’t spend as much time in my shop as I would like
to.  I love working on projects!  But, for some reason it
is hard for me to get started. It is not for lack of things
to do.  I have lots and lots of ideas, and lots of projects
that I could be working on like marquetry designs,
workbench designs, carving projects, ideas for an
entertainment center, ways to organize my shop, hard
pipe my dust collection and get the hoses off the floor,
etc. The list goes on and on.

Recently, a friend of mine was talking about artistic
discipline. The way I understood it is if you want to

create things then you have to dedicate yourself to doing it. That sounds simple
enough. Along the way you will certainly improve your skills and
find satisfaction, too.

So, I went down in my shop and just started playing around with some ideas. I
made more dust than art, but I did have fun and I was learning, too. Still, I feel
the pull of checking my email, watching the news, running errands, and all the
other normal day-to-day things.

Maybe I need counseling. It might go something like this:

Me:                I like woodworking, but I don’t do it as much as I want to. 
Counselor:   Why? 
Me:                Well, I get busy with other things 
Counselor:   Do you really want to work in your shop, and create things? 
Me:                Yes, I really do. 
Counselor:   If you really want to work in your shop then you should just do it.

That is just what my friend was trying to tell me. Just do it. I think I will. And,
next year I will enter a piece in the Northern Woods Exhibition!

I hope to see you at this year's Northern Woods Show.  It will be held at
Southdale Shopping Center April 28th to May 1st.

Charlie Kocourek
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Member Survey: Thanks for your responses!
Story by Jerry Beutel  

We had an enthusiastic response to the survey sent to all members in late
February.  213 respondents completed the 37 questions, many of which
required write-in answers.  That is about a 25% response rate – much better
than expected for a survey as detailed as this.   

The purpose of the survey was to gain information on our members likes and
dislikes as we consider ways to keep the Guild relevant and vibrant.  A
committee has been formed to look at the survey input along with other
pertinent information and formulate plans to implement the best ideas.  

The document containing all of the survey responses is 91 pages long and I’ve
barely had time to skim it, but even that quick look tells me we have some great
input.  There are a lot of suggestions for meeting topics, ideas to improve the
website and the newsletter, and I see a number of requests to engage the
members more at the meetings.  And of course there are comments that reflect
different perspectives.  Consider this assortment of comments regarding
meeting locations:

Move meetings around the metro rather than primarily in the
southern metro.
Have more meetings/seminars in the south part of the metro.
Only suggestion is maybe a more central, fixed location for
meetings. Seems they move around the region a lot!!
Costs permitting, it would be nice to find a permanent home for the
meetings.
A few more activities South of the Metro.
More central location for events. Tend to be on east side or north
exurbs.
Increase sites in east metro

Clearly from reading that list it would be impossible to meet everyone’s
request, but the comments tell us to be sensitive to having a balance when
choosing meeting locations.

We will be keeping Guild members informed about what actions are taken as a
result of information gathered from this survey.  Be patient please, we are after
all a volunteer organization, working on this in our "spare" time. Meanwhile,
thank you so much for giving us valuable information on your opinions and
preferences.
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As promised, three survey takers were awarded prizes.  The winners of the
survey drawing are: 

Ben Timko: $50 Woodcraft Gift Card

Wayne Menge: $50 Rockler Gift Card

Tom Polacek: Free Northern Woods Entry. 
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March Meeting: Wood Turning with Virgil Leih
Story by David Mitchell  
Photos by Bob Bridigum

The March meeting was a presentation by Virgil Leih on large scale
woodturning.  Virgil brought several samples of his work, including  a vase
approximately six feet high and a foot in diameter.  Virgil began his
presentation by showing a recording of the `Minnesota Original' public
television series that featured an interview and video clips of his shop and
work.  The video is about 10 minutes long and well worth watching if you were
unable to attend the meeting.  An additional video about Virgil and his work is
available here.

 

Turning

Virgil turns
whole logs. He
starts with green
wood which is
often at 100% to
125% moisture
content (ratio of
water weight to
weight of
completely dry
wood). These log
sections may
weigh more than

a ton.  To help him deal with pieces of this scale an overhead chain hoist, a
forklift and other unconventional woodworking tools are a part of his shop .
 The beginning of the turning process is the most dangerous - he has a massive
log, still out of balance, held between the headstock and tailstock of the lathe.

The lathe Virgil uses is an Oliver model 26, built in Grand Rapids, Michigan in
1917. It was originally sold to a manufacturing company on the east coast and
was used for tank production during World War II.  The lathe is powered by a
five horsepower electric motor that is geared down for slower speeds. The size
of these turnings necessitates very slow turning speeds, especially when
initially rounding the piece  The bed of the lathe moves out and down such that
it is possible to turn an object of approximately 7x7x7 feet. 
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Virgil pointed out the need to find tools up to the tasks that he performs.
Standard turning tools simply will not work on this scale. Instead he uses a
pivoting electric chain saw with a 48" bar and a powered chain grinder for the
initial rounding - see the MN Original video to see how these work. He then
uses a Milwaukee grinder mounted on an X-Y axis holder fitted first with 16
grit sandpaper discs and then steps through the grits until he reaches 320 grit.

These turnings are hollowed all the way through but it is difficult to see inside
the deep openings.  Virgil uses extra long calipers to measure wall thickness
when he can, otherwise he has to depend on sound and feel to gauge how he is
doing.  Once the piece is roughed out it is dried prior to final turning.

 

Drying

Initially Virgil thought
his biggest problem
would be how to handle
the large pieces on the
lathe, but he discovered
that dealing with drying
has been even more of a
challenge. When he
started exploring this
work his loss rate due
to moisture cracking
was staggering. Even
today he still looses as
many as one in four turnings during the drying process.  A piece that does not
dry at a uniform rate warps and develops large cracks. 

The solution to creating a slow and controlled drying time is a microwave oven
that Virgil built himself. He uses four magnetrons in a steel box of
approximately 4x4x8 feet. A lazy susan turnstile slowly rotates the piece for
even heat distribution. He wraps each piece in plastic and adds water to keep
the surface wet as the oven slowly dries the wood from the inside out.  The
drying process in this microwave oven takes weeks, during which he monitors
and adjusts the process. The microwave magnetrons start running at
approximately a 5% duty cycle (on for 5 seconds, off for 95 seconds).  His goal
is to dry the pieces to approximately a 7% moisture content.  Even after
attaining the desired moisture content, he will wait and watch the piece for up
to six months before finishing it to allow for further warping or wood
movement.

Finishing

Virgil prefers to finish with shellac. He uses approximately seven coats of
shellac followed by automotive rubbing compounds. He always uses
magnifying glasses when rubbing out the finish. 

Work on Display



These words and pictures do little to convey the scope of what Virgil has
accomplished. His work (40 pieces)  will be on display at the Minnesota
Landscape Arboretum April 13th through May 8th.

 

This meeting was a joint event of the Minnesota Woodworkers Guild
(mnwwg.org) and the Minnesota Woodturners Association (woodturner.org).
 Over 175 members of the two organizations attended.  For show-and-tell Steve
McLoon brought along a turning he made from a tree branch, cleverly and
artistically turned to highlight the color differences between the heartwood and
the sapwood.
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New Wood Species
Story by Wally Nut  

The International Wood Species Council (IWSC) has issued a bulletin declaring
a new species of hardwood, known as AEKI wood.  Prior to this declaration, all
new wood species were dependent on the discovery of a new tree species.  In
this case, however there really is no such thing as an AEKI tree, and AEKI
wood is actually a mixture of small wood particles held together with
adhesives, and covered by a microscopically thin layer of veneer that may or
may not resemble real wood.

Critics have complained that this is a blatant attempt by IKEA, the worlds
largest furniture maker, to declare particleboard a wood species so that it can
advertise its products as being made from 100% hardwoods.  They cite the
name of the new wood, which is IKEA spelled backwards, and the all capital
letters used in the designation, as proof of the Swedish company’s influence.  A
spokeswoman for IKEA, Hilda Johannsen, denied any undue pressure by the
corporation.  “ Ya sure, the IWSC organization held it’s January meeting at
our corporate headquarters in Sweden, but that, and the airfare we provided
the members was simply corporate largess for which no strings were
attached,” Hilda stated.   “Whatever decisions the council made, were done as
the fully independent organization that the IWSC is.”  When asked about the
free Volvo XC90 provided to each council member she stated that the members
needed an easy way to get around Sweden while they were at the meetings, and
after the meetings the cars were “not that valuable, since they were no longer
new” so IKEA just gave them to the IWSC members.  “We expected nothing in
return.”

“This is worse than calling plywood a species,” declared Minnesota
Woodworkers Guild member Harvey Finkelbottom.  “Have you ever seen a
particleboard tree, or cut one down with a chainsaw?  Of course not!  What
does the leaf from an AEKI tree look like?” he asked rhetorically.  He called for
massive protests, similar to those recently held in Egypt, Libya and Wisconsin
as a way to overturn this decision.

No members of the IWSC could be reached for comment.  This reporter was
told that they were all on extended vacations in undisclosed Scandinavian
countries.
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What's On Your Bench?
Story by Mark Laub  
Photos by April F's Photography Studio

Some of you may know I have a history of re-inventing
myself.  After being a CEO in corporate America I
chucked it all and started building custom made furniture
for people willing to spend a lot of money on fine
furniture.  Well, I’m over that now.  I’ve decided to do art
fairs, and sell simple things by the thousands.  For this
summer’s art fair season I plan to focus on jewelry
hands.  You know, those plywood hand cutouts that you
put on your dresser and use as a place to leave your
jewelry at night.

Here’s how I got started.  I was just doodling one day and did that first grader
thing of drawing an outline of my hand.  And that was my eureka moment.   I
instantly fell in love with the simplicity of what I had just done!

It was pure, it was honest, it was genuinely
genuine.  I used to spend weeks sketching
designs, making mock-ups, bouncing ideas
off of colleagues and customers.   But on this
amazing morning, in 10 seconds time, I
came up with a design that made everything
else I had done seem minor league by
comparison.

 

The next step was to make a prototype - here is what I came up with.  You
know, sometimes you just have a great day
and for me this was one of them!  I looked at
this prototype and couldn't see a thing about
it that wasn't perfect.  Even the material I
used, a little rough sawn cedar plywood,
struck me as the best possible choice.  

The only thing left to do was to figure out
how to get this hand to stand up.  And that
is when my breakthrough moment occurred.  I discovered, partly by luck, that
the cut-out piece from between the thumb and forefinger was not only
functional as a support piece but it was stylish as well - how lucky can a guy
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get?  My next step is to make a few thousand more of these, just exactly like the
prototype.

So my life is very different these days.  Now I just walk into
the shop in the morning, put my brain on auto-pilot and do
the same process dozens and dozens of times.  I can listen to
music, drink some coffee and have absolutely zero stress.  My
toughest decision yesterday was whether to have turkey or
ham on my sandwich at lunch.  I'm even looking forward to

the day when one of my former clients buys one of these jewelry hands to
accompany a furniture piece from the old Mark Laub.  Picture if you will how
that hand would look sitting on this chest.   The perfect accoutrement if I do
say so myself!

 

Well, maybe I'll be seeing you
at one of the many art fairs I
plan to attend this summer.
Take care!
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Upcoming Meetings
Go to the Minnesota Woodworkers Guild website meetings page for the latest
information on upcoming meetings.

 

April

April 28 - May 1st:   The Northern Woods Show

                                    Southdale Shopping Center

 

May

May 17th:  Jock Holmen on carving turnings

Jock Holman – Master Wood Carver (aka Norwegian Termite) will
demonstrate the layout and carving techniques that can be used to decorate
turned pieces. Richard Tendick will supply the turned object and Jock will
carve it live while explaining the techniques with humorous
running commentary.

Jock began his professional woodworking career in 1976 in Chicago and named
his business “Norwegian Termite”, demonstrating both his heritage and sense
of humor (after all, a woodcarver is just a “creative” termite). He has built
unique, custom-designed furniture, cabinetry, fireplace mantels, exterior
accent pieces, inlaid flooring, and other decorative items, utilizing various
wood species, finishes and styles.

Since relocating his business to Minnesota in 2000, Jock has received many
awards including the Gold Medal in woodcarving in 2009 at the Vesterheim
Norwegian-American National Juried Exhibitions in Decorah, Iowa. He is a
six-time award ribbon winner at the Vesterheim exhibitions, and won the First
Place Carving award at the 2005 Northern Woods Exhibition in Minneapolis.
 He has appeared on television in the Twin Cities and Chicago areas, and is a
frequent speaker and demonstrator at woodworking and Scandinavian festivals
in the Midwest. And now he has agreed to speak to us. . You won’t want to miss
this chance to improve your skills and have fun at the same time..

Location: Dunwoody Institute, 818 Dunwoody Boulevard, Minneapolis, MN
55403
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Phone 612-374-5800 Meeting in the gymnasium this time.

Google Map

           

June

June 21:    TBD

 

July

July 19th:  Trees to Furniture        

                    Urban Lumber at Seawards Cabinet Shop

 

August

Aug 16th:   Bent Wood Lamination

                    Tom Schrunk, location TBD 
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Name Door Prize
John Larson Small Piece Holder
Loren Kothrade Miter Gauge
Tom Opdahl Clamp, 10" Screw
Andy Scherrer Clamp, 10" Screw
Dean Jansa Bench Cookies
Rutager West Tool Bag
Jacob Harder Bessy Clamp, 12" parallel jaw

February Meeting: Hand Tool Olympics 2011
Story by David Mitchell  
Photos by Paul Schalekamp

The February Woodworkers Guild
meeting featured the annual hand tool
Olympics event. This is the second year
for the event; hosted for the second
time by Forest Products
(www.forestproductssupply.com) in
Maplewood and sponsored by Mike
Siemson’s School of Woodworking
(www.schoolofwood.com).

The meeting started with food
delivered by Jimmy John’s. The door

prizes were supplied by Rockler Woodworking (www.rockler.com). The door
prize winners were:

 

The competition was structured around four teams and six events. The six
events consisted of:

Event Description
Dovetailing Two workbenches were set up with equivalent tools and

the dovetailing contestant created a single two tail/three
pin dovetail

Ripping A saw bench and a rip saw were supplied to each
contestant

Crosscutting A cross-cut saw and the saw benches were used
Boring A brace with a 3/4 inch bit were used
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Team Name: The Winning Team
Captain: Andy Holst
Member Competition Time Cards Notes
Steve
Schwabacher Dovetail 480 9  

Andy Holst Ripping 24 17 Best Time
Mark Greninger Crosscut 12 15 Best Time, Best Overall

Jon Perko Boring 14 1 Best Accuracy, Best
Overall

Jon Walkowaik Tenon 344 5  
Steve McLoon Jointing 91 3  
Team Totals   965 50  
         
Team Name: Team Ross
Captain: Ross Larson
Member Competition Time Cards Notes
Dave Samboski Dovetail 569 6 Best Accuracy
Jon Cumpton Ripping 64 14  
Rutager West Crosscut 23 13 Best Accuracy
John Osen Boring 14 55  
Ross Larson Tenon 243 1 Tie for Best Accuracy
Dave Samboski Jointing 48 2  
Team Totals   961 41 Best Accuracy
         
Team Name: Jeff's Hacks

Event Description
Tenoning Equivalent tools consisting of gauges, marking, and saw

were used to cut a single tenon to fit an existing mortise
Jointing This year a wooden try plane was used vs a Stanley

jointing plane. The blade was cambered as explained by
Mike. The boards used were all stacked and taken out of
sqaure by roughing them as a unit.

 

Judging was done by official timers and judges. A number of people stepped
forward to volunteer their time and effort to make this a successful event. The
Guild recognizes their efforts.

Each event was timed and judged for fit or straightness. The number of cards
that fit into any crack or void that should be tight was added to the elapsed
time as penalty points.

Team Standings and Accomplishments



Captain: Jeff Anderson
Member Competition Time Cards Notes
Bob Bridigum Dovetail 1446 13  
George
Schwartzbauer Ripping 32 6 Best Accuracy, Best

Overall
Jim Norrix Crosscut 19 14  
George
Schwartzbauer Boring 14 8  

Jeff Anderson Tenon 208 1 Best Time, Best Accuracy,
Best Overall

Jeff Anderson Jointing 42 1 Best Time, Tie for Best
Accuracy, Best Overall

Team Totals   1751 43  
         
Team Name: Board Busters
Captain: Charlie Kocourek
Member Competition Time Cards Notes
Ed Neu Dovetail 462 7 Best Time, Best Overall
Jerry Beutel Ripping 27 14  
Frank Wood Crosscut 23 15  
Ray Ayotte Boring 13 8 Best Time
Charlie Kocourek Tenon 250 10  
Jeff Hand Jointing 95 1 Tie for Best Accuracy
Team Totals   870 55 Best Time, Best Overall

 

The competition was focused and heckling and second-guessing from the
peanut gallery was competitive. All had fun.

The accolades go to the team Board Busters led by Charlie. They took both Best
Overall and Best Time. Team Ross showed with the fewest penalty cards.
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Classified Ads
Advertising in the classifieds is provided to members of the Minnesota
Woodworkers Guild free of charge.  Ads placed should be for goods or services
of general interest to the woodworkers who make up the guild community.  Ads
for services will run until cancelled.  Other ads will run for one issue unless
renewed.  Submit ads to: jebeutel@gmail.com. 

 

Help Wanted

Mark Laub Studios has a great opportunity for 1 or 2 competent woodworkers.
You will be helping build award winning, very high end, complex, original
design furniture. Friendly, supportive, learning environment. Flexible hours
and pay.  Call or email Mark 612.210 7793 marklaubstudios@gmail.com

Magazines

Handyman 36 issues '89-'91 
American Woodworker 42 issues '88-'98 
Woodworker's Journal 13 issues '89-'97 
Weekend Woodcrafter 13 issues 
Workbench 12 issues 
Woodsmith 12 issues 
Home Furniture (by Fine Woodworking) 6 issues 
Woodwork 17 issues '89-'96 
Better Homes & Garden WOOD 90 issues '85-'99 
$85 for all.  If not sold they will be given away at a future date to be
determined. Contact jim@jimbolesdesigns.com if interested in the sale or
potential give away."

Tools

Large woodworking bench - 2 1/4" Maple top 60" x 64" with 4 quick-
release cast-iron vises mounted at each corner;  sturdy steel base with one large
open steel shelf.  Originally from a school wood shop.  $900.  Contact Craig,
cdr38@comcast.net  or 651.249.5540.  

Services
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Mike Siemsen's School of Woodworking.    We have another great line-
up of classes this year including some tool sharpening and tuning classes with
Mike and a fantastic finishing class with Roland Johnson. We are also
highlighting Glen Huey's class Build a 4 drawer Chippendale Chest. Classes are
held in my shop on a quiet rural setting 35 miles north of the Twin Cities. The
shop is heated and air conditioned for your comfort year around. Reserve your
spot now!  Website: www.schoolofwood.com e-mail:
mike@schoolofwood.com Phone: 651-257-9166

Woodcraft Education Program. Located in Bloomington, we offer the
Twin Cities most complete selection ofwoodworking classes. Our classes cover
furniture making, carving, turning, hand and power tools, and finishing. We
also offer free demonstrations everyn month.   Close by, small class sizes and
the best local and national instructors make it a great place to bring your skills
to the next level.  Website:  Woodcraft Bloomington Store    Phone: 952-884-
3634

Plane soles milled flat, price ranges from $12 for a block plane to $40 for a
#8. Sides can be milled square to the sole for $15-$20. Contact Chuck Pitschka
at 952-935-0660, or by e-mail at cepitschka@yahoo.com.

Workbench Plans.  Plans now available for Adjustable Height Workbench
with a built in Mobile Base.  Email Charlie Kocourek at Charlie@Jack-
Bench.com or visit my website www.Jack-Bench.com
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Enhancements to the Guild Web Site
Story by Jeff Hand  

You may have seen the email communication from the Board in late February
about enhancements to the Guild's web site coming soon. Those changes have
been made active and if you have signed up for Northern Woods, you've
already taken advantage of the changes. (NW Registration is still open through
April 11th.)

Completed to date are a module that enables members to renew their
membership and pay either with a credit card or PayPal account, a revised
module that allows for easier setup of event registrations, and just recently a
new newsletter authoring module. If you have a moment, let our editor, Jerry
Beutel, know what you think of the new look.

Up next is an improved email management module. The email tool will be
integrated with the membership module such that members will be able to
specify what types of email communications they receive.

In order to take advantage of the enhancements, members need to activate
their account. This is necessary since we have so many members and we
wanted you to be able to pick your own password. Account activation is of
course at your leisure but will help out the Membership Director, Carole
Magnuson, by ensuring accuracy of your contact information and membership
status.

How to Activate (Initialize) Your Account

1. In the main button bar, at the top of every page on the web site, you will
now see a button/link labeled "Login". Select it to access the Login page.

2. Select the button/link labled "Initialize Account" to the right of the Email
and Password fields on the Login page.

3. Submit your email address as requested. 
NOTE: If you have multiple email addresses, use the address at which
you receive emails from the Guild. It is associated with your name and
address in the database and will be your user ID going forward. You may
change it after your account is initialized however.

4. You will receive an email from the Guild with a link back to the web site
so you can create your password. The password must be at least 8
characters. If an email does not arrive within a few minutes, (it's
generally within seconds), check your SPAM folder in your
email interface.
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5. After you set your password, you are logged in! Look for a bar that
displays immediately under the normal site header and buttons. Two
links will display, "Manage My Account" and "Help & Support".

6. Please look over your member information and confirm its accuracy.

If for some reason you have an older email address on file or simply cannot
remember which address you have on  file, you will be given the opportunity to
send an email to Jeff Hand stating your name and contact information. Please
indicate that your email address is not recognized.

Look for more articles detailing the new features in the future.
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Call for exhibitors - Northern Woods Show
The Guild is encouraging more members to display their work at the upcoming
Northern Woods Show.  The show begins April 28th and registration is open
until April 11th.  That leaves plenty of time to have your project be a part of this
fabulous show.
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